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Issue 14: The Baka people of Cameroon 

Samba, a BakaSamba, a BakaSamba, a BakaSamba, a Baka    
 

MMMMy  name is Samba.  I am a 23-year-

old Baka man.  My home is in the 

vast rainforest region of South Eastern 

Cameroon, Africa.  I have been here since 

my birth and have learned the ways of the 

forest.  I learned at a young age how to 

make a slingshot and how to set forest 

traps  for a variety of animals.  In my free 

time I would create things with my hands. 

Things like toy cars made out of the local 

bamboo.  The wheels I made out of old 

flip-flops cut into circles.  I took pride in 

my creations and still do. 

 

My people live off of the forest.   I 

remember the stories of when I was a child 

“Tell the nations “Tell the nations “Tell the nations “Tell the nations “Tell the nations “Tell the nations “Tell the nations “Tell the nations “Tell the nations “Tell the nations “Tell the nations “Tell the nations 
about God’s about God’s about God’s about God’s about God’s about God’s about God’s about God’s about God’s about God’s about God’s about God’s 

glory”glory”glory”glory”glory”glory”glory”glory”glory”glory”glory”glory”            
 
The command in this 
title is from Psalm 96.  
See how many times 
you can find it in this 
issue of “GC Kids”.  
Sometimes it will be 
in different words. 
 
The main story, 
“Samba, a Baka,” tells 
about how one tribe 
in Africa heard about 
God’s glory and 
about how they are 
beginning to tell that 
story themselves. 
 
That is what missions 
is—telling all people 
groups in all nations 
the Good News 
about Jesus. Telling 
them about God’s 
wonderful, glorious 
plan of salvation. Not 
all of the people 
groups in the world 
have heard that 
good news yet. Do 
you think God may 
want you to help 
change that? 
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and my family would travel 

from place to place in the forest 

according to the availability of 

fruits or good hunting.  They 

call my people pygmies because 

we are shorter  than other 

people.  A difficulty for me was 

that I ended up being even 

shorter than the average Baka 

man.  I was born with a limp, 

but I’ve tried not to let that hold 

me back.  Sometimes it does.  I 

still like to make cars. 

 

I am the second to the last of my 

parents’ children.  There were 

15 of us in all.  All of my 

siblings died as babies except 

for 5 of us.  I lost another 

brother to sickness a few years 

ago.  Life is difficult at times 

due to sickness and disease, but 

we continue to live.  My mother 

makes medicine for people with 

a variety of medical needs.  She 

knows which plants contain the 

right substances to help people.  

S o me t i me s  t h e y  w o r k ,  

sometimes they don’t. 

 

People have heard many things 

about the Baka.  They know that 

we love music.  They know that 

we love to dance.  They know 

that we love to tell stories and to 

sing in a very unique way.  They 

know about the Baka, but that’s 

not all that I am. 

 

All of my life there have been 

stories about Komba.  I heard 

that He created this vast forest 

that I call home.  I knew that He 

was very great and powerful.  I 

understood all of this.  I just 

wasn’t sure that He cared much 

about me. 

 

I was about ten years old when 

the strangers came to visit my 

family.  Some of them had 

children too, but were very 

different from me.   

 

When they decided to live in our 

village, I imagined that they 

would bring some good things 

to us.  They brought medicine 

and small jobs to our 

community.  They also began to 

teach us about how to best use 

the local resources in order to 

have nutrition and live healthier 

lives.  We were happy that they 

had come for these reasons.  We 

Samba used to sing songs 
about things around him in 
the forest. What “new 

songs” does Samba sing 
now? What does he sing 
about? 

…………………………………

…………………………………

…………………………………. 

 

What are the new stories 

Samba loves to tell? 

…………………………………

…………………………………

…………………………………. 

 

Look at Psalm 96:1-3 

again and answer these 
questions: 

God wants whom to sing 
to the Lord? (Verse 1) 
…………………………………

………………………………... 

 

What does God want us 

to proclaim or tell? (Verse 
2) 
…………………………………

…………………………………. 

 

Verse 3 uses other words 

for “all the earth”? What 

are they?  
………………………………..…

the………………………………

………………………………..…

all ………………………...……. 

 

How can you obey these 
verses now? How can you 
when you grow up? 
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Think About It 

Look on page 2 to see what Samba said about the Baka 

people. They love to  s _ _ _, d _ _ _ _ and  

t _ _ _  s _ _ _ _ _ _.  

 

Now read Psalm 96:1-3.  
 

Psalm 96:1-3 

 1 Sing to the LORD a new song;  
       sing to the LORD, all the earth. 
 2 Sing to the LORD, praise his name;  
       proclaim his salvation day after day. 
 3 Declare his glory among the nations,  
       his marvelous deeds among all peoples. 
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The Great CommissionThe Great CommissionThe Great CommissionThe Great Commission    

For more information 
about the Baka of  
Cameroon and their 
spiritual need, ask your 
parents if you may go 
to the Website 
http://www.joshuaproject.net/

peopctry.php?

rog3=CM&rop3=100811 

Page 3 Special thanks to child copy editors Jessica, Rebecca, Joe and Logan. 

were all very surprised when 

they began learning to speak our 

language.  It was amusing at 

first as they stumbled over the 

words, but then they began to 

tell us new stories in the Baka 

language.  They were stories 

about Komba (our name for the 

God who created everything).  

These stories were different 

from the ones that I had heard in 

the past.  These stories were 

about His love for me and for 

my people.  This was good 

news to me.  This was news that 

gave me life.  The stories told 

about His Son Yesua (Jesus) 

who gave His life for sinners so 

that they could live.  I was 

overwhelmed by this gift of 

love.   

 

I am a Baka man, but that is not 

all that I am.  I am a child of 

Komba and I live to tell His 

story.  ■  

Story submitted by Barry Abbott, a missionary working among the Baka. 
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  will 

(ya.’un.day)  
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(NIV) 


